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By layering the three primary colours — red, yellow and 
blue — Beijing-based People’s Architecture Office cooks 
up a vibrant office for gourmet sweets franchise 21 Cake
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EXCITING NEW 
HORIZONS AHEAD

Since it was launched in 1999, Perspective magazine has championed the regional 
design scene by focusing on the new and the breakthrough; looking at both 
established, well-known success stories as well as young, upcoming talents

Over the past nine years of the programme, 360 promising creative talents 

have so far emerged to become design leaders of today — such as Andre Fu, 

Barrie Ho, Ma Yansong, Bjarke Ingels and Sou Fujimoto, to name a few. In 

2016, another 40 join their ranks, chosen based on their professional 

achievements, contributions to the industry, and potential for future 

development and growth. Consideration is also given to any awards won, 

participation in industry events at a speaker, panellist, or judge level (where 

applicable), and contributions to society.

We have also launched the Perspective 40 Under 40 Alumni Association, 

offering an exclusive series of benefits for its members. A new ‘Hall of Fame’ 

will be launched on our perspectiveglobal.com website, providing a 

prominent platform to showcase Alumni members, hyperlinked back to their 

personal/corporate website. Alumni members will also be offered the 

opportunity to participate in Perspective focus groups, and receive special 

offers on tickets to our gala A&D Trophy Awards events.

Congratulations to all our wonderful 40 Under 40 talents — we know we’ll 

be hearing more from you as you reach ever greater heights.

 Suzanne Miao

 Editorial director

 Perspective Ltd
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Vito Selma
Creative director & founder
Vito Selma | Cebu, Philippines
www.vitoselma.com

Since 2006, Vito Selma has dabbled in different 

aspects of furniture design. Starting out as creative 

director for Stonesets International, he worked his way 

to the head design director post before launching Vito 

Selma as a separate and independent brand. 

He earned his Master’s degree in industrial 

design at the Scuola Politecnica di Design in Milan, 

Italy, where he began forming a distinct voice in 

furniture design, crediting mentors such as Debbie 

Palao, George Haast, Raffaella Mangiarotti, the 

Campana Brothers and Spanish Studio Cul De Sac.

Awards to Selma’s credit include the Industrial 

Design Award in the 2010 DOST National 

Invention Contest for the Geo table and Best 

Design for Material Innovation at the Cebu Next 

2010 show for the Wrinkle lamp, to name a few. In 

2013, he was presented with the Young 

Entrepreneur of the Year Award by the Cebu 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry. His work has 

also been featured in international publications 

such as Perspective, Elle Décor, Harpers Bazaar, 

Vogue Living Australia, Habitat (South Africa) and 

Architectural Digest in Mexico.

PRODUCT 
DESIGN

Simin Qiu
Product designer
Shanghai, China

PRODUCT 
DESIGN

Simin Qiu is a product designer based in 

Shanghai, China, who graduated from the Royal 

College of Art in 2015, gaining a Master’s degree 

in product design. He also holds a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in industrial design from China Academy 

of Art, 2012. 

In London, Qiu worked for 

the Samuel Wilkinson industrial 

company, before joining the 

renowned Neri&Hu Design and 

Research Office in Shanghai.

Among the many awards 

he has already won include The 

Wood Award UK 2015, iF 

design Award 2014 and Adobe 

design achievement Award 

2014. He has been invited to 

present his designs at the 100% 

Design London, iF Design 

Museum exhibition and Beijing 

Darlie Lau
Founder
DL by DarlieLau | Hong Kong
darlielau.com

DL by DarlieLau was launched after Darlie Lau 

completed his studies in product design at the 

Hong Kong Polytechnic University, having won an 

award at the Perspective Awards 2013 for his 

graduation project, Transtroller. 

After his  graduation, Lau interned at 

companies such as Innermost Hong Kong and 

Schneid Lighting & Furniture. He also worked in a 

team at Mattel as a toy designer, and in sculpture 

design with Richard X. Zawitz. He has collaborated 

on numerous projects in the past three years, with 

his skill set ranging from sketching to 3D design, 

from objects to 

i n t e r i o r s  a n d 

mechanisms. His 

vibrant imagination 

a n d  a b i l i t y  t o 

innovate and take a 

fresh approach to a 

seamless blending 

of east and west is 

what  keeps  h is 

work relevant and increasingly in demand across 

all continents. 

Last year, his Dax table won an A’ International 

Design award in the Furniture, Decorative Items 

and Homeware Design category, and this year, he 

won a Young Swedish Design Award for his 

Carousel stool, the first piece of furniture he ever 

designed. Most recently, Lau was selected as one 

of the New Talent winners at the DMY Berlin 2016 

international design festival.

PRODUCT 
DESIGN

International Design Week, and his projects such 

as Swirl, End Grain and Artificial Nature have won 

worldwide media attention, including coverage in 

Wallpaper*, FRAME, GQ, Home Decor, Dezeen 

and Designboom.

Joey Lau
Director & founder
CreamArt | Hong Kong
creamart.hk

PRODUCT 
DESIGN

Joey Lau, who was part of the Design Incubation 

Programme at InnoCentre in 2009, recently opened 

a new concept store at PMQ in Hong Kong to launch 

her original kitchen and household brand, Foodware. 

Lau has also designed for global brands such 

as Philips, P&G, Electrolux, Siemens and Toy’R’Us, 

across a wide range of products including 

kitchenware, personal care, electronic, mobile 

accessories and jewellery. Through her company 

CreamArt, Lau has assisted a number of SMEs to 

establish new brands and product lines. 

Foodware’s products have won a range of 

awards from competitions such as the iF 

Product Design Award, Smart Gift Design 

Award and Design for Well-Being, and were 

shortlisted in the Shenzhen Design Award for 

Young Talents (SZ+DAY).

Lau has been Honorary Secretary of the Hong 

Kong Designers Association since 2014, and also 

served as one of the judges for Taiwan International 

Student Design Competition at 2015 on behalf of 

Hong Kong Federation of Design Associations.
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Hosted at the offices of venue sponsor JLL, the 10th 40 under 40 Awards saw an excited and vivacious crowd 
of winners, VIPs, friends and supporters in attendance. The event allowed those being honoured to enjoy 
some well-deserved down-time, and also an opportunity to mingle with other like-minded individuals. 
Including a forum, a cocktail party and a Q&A session, guests enjoyed good music, wine and food. 

David Lo from the Hong Kong Designers Association was thrilled to win a Capisco Puls chair, 
sponsored by Scandinavian Business Seating, while editorial director Suzanne Miao announced the 

launch of Perspective’s new 40 Under 40 Alumni Association for all past and present winners. 
Once again, congratulations to all!

A gathering of winners

PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Dicky Liu

1 Guests enjoyed drinks and nibbles while  
 waiting for the presentation to begin

2 Matthew Clifford, MC for the forum and  
 head of energy and sustainability services  
 — North Asia for JLL

3 Just a few of the 400 past and present   
 winners of Perspective’s 40 Under 40   
 Awards, celebrating its 10th anniversary  
 this year 

4 Asian Integrated Media’s Willy Ng (right)  
 with Winnie Lui, VP of marketing at HKT

5 Anphe Chan and Federica Roverato of 
 Adapt Asia

6 Perspective executive director  
 Nigel Oakins (left)

7 Perspective’s digital editor Sophie Cullen  
 (left) with Michelle Norman from Baan 
 and Tammy Hoy from JLL

8 A packed audience at the pre-event forum  
 and Q&A session

9 Scandinavian Business Seating  regional   
 manager Michelle Tsui (third from right) with  
 the Fashion & Accessories group of winners

10 Anne Park from BARRIE HO ARCHITECTURE  
 INTERIORS (centre) with the Architecture  
 category winners

11 Perspective executive director Peter Jeffery

12 The panel of experts discussed  
 sustainability issues at the pre-event 
 forum (see page 78 for more)

13 Business director Sammie Wu from circle  
 dynamic with the group of winners in   
 Graphic Design & New Media

14 JLL marketing director Tammy Hoy (centre)  
 with the winners in the Art category
 
15 HKT Premier VP of relationship account 
 management Fiona Tang (centre) with 
 the Interior Design category winners  

16 Scandinavian Business Seating  regional  
 manager Michelle Tsui with lucky draw  
 winner David Lo, chairman of the Hong  
 Kong Designers Association

17 Colourliving assistant holistic marketing  
 manager Ken Wong (centre) with the   
 Product Design winners
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Opening this year’s 40 Under 40 event, expert panellists looked at how 
today’s design talent conceive, challenge and champion the values to 
underpin a design-sensitive and sustainable living environment

Making things better

TEXT:
Suzanne Miao
PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Dicky Liu

Moderated by Matthew Clifford, head of energy 

and sustainability services — North Asia for JLL, the 

venue sponsor for 40 Under 40 2016, a special 

forum focused on how creative professionals 

optimise building construction and interior design 

to improve living conditions in increasingly 

cramped cities around the world today.

Honing in on the very topical issue of 

‘Sustainability and Energy Savings in Architectural 

& Interior Design’, the panel of experts took a 

critical look at how ways in which designers today 

are able to conceive, challenge and champion the 

values to underpin a design-sensitive and 

sustainable living environment.

The session kicked off  with a special 

presentation by Alex Shrestha, managing director 

of Wonaw & Associates in Kathmandu, Nepal. The 

architect and urban planner for The Pavilions 

Himalayas Hotel project in Pokhara, Nepal, noted 

that hotels and resorts “have a huge appetite for 

resources, many of which aren’t even available to 

the local population — but you’ll find them at these 

resorts, because they have to provide them for 

their guests”.

The Pavilions thus undertook as green a design 

as possible, utilising familiar sustainable solutions 

such as flat-bed solar panels, heat pumps, 

rainwater collection, grey water harvesting, low 

VOC paints, natural ventilation to maintain 

comfortable temperatures for guests (i.e. no air-

conditioning), and employing local craftsmen and 

building methodology as much as possible.

Opened in November 2015, The Pavilions was 

a finalist at the 2016 Asia Hotel Design Awards, 

capturing the Asian spirit by uniting sustainability 

and energy-saving features into its construction 

and interior design.

“If you have the will, you can do anything,” 

Shrestha said.

Of course, being green and incorporating 

sustainability apply just as much to the individual 

at home, as it does to corporations and large-scale 

architectural and design projects. Rowena 

Gonzales is CEO of Liquid Interiors in Hong Kong, 

a specialist sustainable interior design firm which 

has handled project in commercial interiors, luxury 

hospitality, retail and F&B design.

Recently, she led the renovation of an old 

apartment just 400 sq-ft in size, transforming it into 

a “luxurious, chic eco-haven, with a healthier 

environment for the occupants”. One key design 

element was that of “transformability”, inspired by 

her father’s home in the Philippines: “One space 

will have multiple uses, so transformable furniture 

makes this possible,” she says, pointing also to 

things such as circadian lighting, natural ventilation 

and double-glazing as major contributors to a 

greener environment.

Panellists Alex Shrestha, Rowena Gonzales, Alessandro Bisagni, Gilbert Lennox King and 
Julanne Minster, with forum moderator Matthew Clifford

Alex Shrestha
Managing director, 
Wonaw & Associates | 
Kathmandu, Nepal

Matthew Clifford
Head of energy
and sustainability 
services — North Asia, JLL

Gilbert Lennox King
COO, Energenz | 
Hong Kong

Julanne Minster
VP, business 
development, 
Delos Asia

Rowena Gonzales
CEO, Liquid Interiors | 
Hong Kong

Alessandro Bisagni
Managing director, 
BEE | Hong Kong & 
Shanghai, China

On a larger scale, measuring, grading and certifying green buildings has 

become a significant industry in its own right; as Alessandro Bisagni, 

managing director of BEE, noted, “LEED is no longer enough… What happens 

after that? The important thing is to continue sustainability in the long-term.”

BEE — Bisagni Environmental Enterprise — is based out of Shanghai and 

Hong Kong, and specialises in the procurement of sustainable construction 

materials and consultancy services for green building certification such as 

LEED, WELL, China 3 Star, HK BEAM, and RESET. BEE is a USGBC LEED Proven 

Provider. Pointing to a clear shift in attitudes and awareness of sustainability, 

Bisagni said that proving compliance and instilling ongoing tracking systems 

were both critical.

Agreeing was Gilbert Lennox King, COO of Energenz, a specialist energy 

management consulting firm based in Hong Kong committed to helping 

clients achieve new standards in energy efficiency and reduce operating costs 

at all stages of the building lifecycle. “Energy-efficiency in this part of the world 

is very exciting right now,” he said. “More clients are taking this very seriously — 

from large establishments such as casinos to small off-grid hotels. They’re all 

looking at their existing footprint, and want to be able to measure and prove 

that they are functioning sustainably.”

Focusing not just on built sustainability but human sustainability is equally 

important, noted Julanne Minster, VP of business development for Delos in Asia. 

Delos ‘owns’ the WELL Building Standard® certification, an evidence-based system 

for measuring, certifying and monitoring the performance of building features that 

impact health and well-being. WELL is administered by the International WELL 

Building Institute™ (IWBI), a public benefit corporation whose mission is to 

improve human health and well-being through the built environment.

“Real estate is the fastest-growing asset class in the world, followed by 

health and well-being,” she noted. “It is important to get these two sectors to 

talk to each other… Making good business decisions doesn’t have to be 

expensive. You have to weigh up the costs of doing something against doing 

nothing. What will it cost if we do nothing? There is no cultural or political 

divide in wanting to be healthy.” •

Making good business 
decisions doesn’t have to 
be expensive...  
There is no cultural or 
political divide in wanting 
to be healthy

Hosted by venue sponsor 
JLL, the forum saw 

panellists discussing ways 
in which designers today 

are able to conceive, 
challenge and champion 

the values to underpin 
a design-sensitive 

and sustainable 
living environment
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